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Hakodate, one of the first Japanese ports opened to the west
was enlightened by the cultures of various weslern countries.

Along with Yokohama and Nagasaki, Hakodate has been
involved in the development of the history of Japanese
Photography.

The Hakodate City Museum of Photographic History exhibils

valuable historical pholographic malerials.
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In 1854, Commodore Matthew C.Perry (1794~ 1858) the
United States of America, visited Hakodate. He was accompained
by a photographer, Eliphalet Brown Jr.(1816~1886).

Brown took a picture of the three Samurar of Matumae clan
who welcomed Comamodore Perry.

This is the first and most important preserved photograph
in Japan.
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10 years later, Kokichi Kizu (1830~~1895) became the
Sfirst commercial photographer in Hokhaido.

Hakodate has produced many successful photographers
such as Kokichi Kizu, Kenzo Tamoto (1831~1912) and
Matusaburo Yokoyama (1836~ 1884).
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